
ARE WE FOLLOWING THE 
SAME PATH THAT GOT US IN 

TROUBLE?

Michele Triplett 2023



STANDARDIZATION
(FRICTION RIDGE)

Å1995 TWGFAST (Technical WG)

Å1999 SWGFAST (Scientific WG)

Å2009 NAS Report: Need for cultural change

άΧǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Χ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 

knowledge, or are not developed within the culture of 

scienceέ



2009 NAS REPORT

Åά¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ 

agency established to address the needs of the 

forensic science community, and it must meet the 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΥ ω Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

that is strongly rooted in scienceέ

Å2013 Funding given to NIST / FSSB / OSAC



Å2015/2016 Academy Standards Board 

approved as an official SDO (Standards 

Development Organization)



EXPECTATIONS

ÅImprove Consistency and Transparent

ÅA Quality product you can trust

ÅCultural change, from blind acceptance to VALIDATED 

CONCEPTS

ÅOSAC standards would be validated before getting on the 

registry 



IS THAT THE RESULT?
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OSAC 2.0 (2020)

ÅMission changed:

ÅStreamline the process

ÅValidation changed to Consensus

ÅDocuments clearly state, per FSP policy, 

operational decisions, not scientific

ÅAgencies need to validate



QUESTIONS

ÅDoes this increase consistency?

ÅDoes this increase reliability?

ÅDoes this improve quality?

ÅOr is it the same as before, not developed within the culture 
of science? 

ÅConclusions are absolute and conclusive

ÅZero error rate



ORGANIZATION OF SCIENTIFIC AREA 
COMMITTEES



ORGANIZATION OF SCIENTIFIC AREA 
COMMITTEES

ÅIs the title accurate or transparent?

ÅDoes the culture of the FR Community understand 

the value of science conclusions?

ÅOr is the word simply being used to gain credibility?



PSEUDO-SCIENCE

ÅFake - science



MARKETING

ÅGiving Certificates to early adopters



ÅScientific concepts are accepted after questions are 

rectified. 


