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Background
The Manual of Fingerprint Development Techniques
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1986 ï1st edition
Regular name changes, but always óHome Officeô

Å SRDB ïScientific Research and Development Branch

Å PSDBïPolice Scientific Development Branch

Å HOSDBïHome Office Scientific Development Branch

Å CASTïCentre for Applied Science and Technology

1998 ï2nd edition



Background
The Complexities of Fingermark Visualisation
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Variables

ÅFingermark

ÅSubstrate

ÅEnvironment

ÅTime

Visualisation Processes

ÅChemical

ÅPhysical

ÅOptical

Å(Biological)



Fingermark Visualisation Manual
4 Key Points
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(1) Target Audience

ÅPromotes good practice by those involved in the use of 

fingermarks

ïPredominately lab staff but equally applicable to CSIs

ïAlso sections relevant for Identification staff, Photographers, 

Managers etc. 

(2) Integrated Forensics

ÅMore emphasis on the integration of fingermark 

evidence recovery with other forensic disciplines

ïContext

ïAwareness of other forensic disciplines

ïCommunication and good planning



Fingermark Visualisation Manual
4 Key Points continuedé
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(3) ISO 17025

ÅCompiled for those seeking (or already have) ISO 17025 

accreditation

ïBUT it is not an ISO 17025 Manual!

ïBig emphasis on competence for (1) planning, and (2) execution 

ïMore background information

ïOffers less óprescriptiveô solutions, instead offers guidance and 

advice for confident decision making

ïMore routine and non-routine processes with enough information 

for informed choices

ïGeneric process instruction for routine processes will assist in 

writing local instructions



Fingermark Visualisation Manual
4 Key Points continuedé
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(4) Format and Style

ÅDesigned to be used electronically

ïInteractive pdf

ï~ 14,000 links

ÅLayout suitable for printing

ï932 pages

ÅVisually more appealing

ïColour

ïFlow diagrams 

ï1000 images

ï140 schematics & drawings



Fingermark Visualisation Manual 
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LIVE 

DEMONSTRATION 

OF FVM



Implementation
The Official Launch Event in the UK

Å29th January, CAST and Hertfordshire Constabulary

ÅLaunched by Norman Baker MP (Minister for Crime Prevention)
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The event included a tour of Hertfordshireôs 

fingerprint laboratory, where the operational 

benefits of the new manual could be clearly 

shown.

The first copy being handed over to Chief 

Constable Andy Bliss



Implementation
Workshops
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Target Audience

ÅLaboratory, crime scene and bureau 

practitioners

ÅManagers

ÅTrainers

ÅForensic Scientists



Implementation
Availability outside of UK policing

Purchase Options

ÅThe Stationary Office (TSO) ïonly 

licensed distributor

ÅTSO have a stand in the exhibition 

hall (stand no. 226)

ÅSeveral purchase options 

depending upon requirements

ï Single electronic copy

ï Multiple electronic copies

ï Networked license

ï Universities, via JISC banding structure

ï Single paper copy (NOT 

RECOMMENDED)
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TSO Sales

TSO Interest

International Sales (April - July 2014)



ΨΧǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƳŀȊŜǎ ƳŜ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ L ƪŜŜǇ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ΦΦΦΦ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǳǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ŘƻƎǎΦΦΦΩ

ΨΧ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
range of topics. You can quickly get used to the format and easily find the subjects 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦΦΦΩ

ΨΧ! ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ /!{¢ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘŜǾŜ .ƭŜŀȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ 
patient with me as I bombarded him with numerous questions. If that had been today, I 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΧΩ

ΨΧ !ǎ ŀ ŦƻƻǘǿŜŀǊ ƳŀǊƪ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΣ L Řƻƴϥǘ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜƭȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎκǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ōǳǘ 
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ DǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΗΦΦΦΩ 

ΨΧƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ - It'll be invaluable in my work here and 
ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΧΩ
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A selection of feedback comments
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